
 
SERMON 29th August 2010       Alan Little 
 
When I read today’s Connections I see the ABM reflection of the day relates to 
hospitality, dinner parties, humility, wedding feasts and banquets. 
 
I note also from Connections that Jim & Elsie are celebrating their 50th anniversary this 
week; Peter & Marlene celebrated theirs last week and Les & Edna Green are 
celebrating their 66th anniversary.  Our congratulations go to them all. 
 
We have all been to weddings and are aware of the formality and organization that goes 
into them and even with the best of plans there is almost always that little something 
that comes unstuck;  but fortunately they always bring back enjoyable memories. 
 
From your own experience you will be aware of those little details that stick in our mind, 
especially when we think of our own weddings, you can recall the detail of what was 
worn, what was on the menu but more importantly who was there and what was said or 
done. 
 
Weddings and formal occasions have always been important celebrations, perhaps 
more so in the past than they are today. It is therefore not surprising that as we look 
through the bible, we find records of such events and the people involved. 
 
Throughout Jesus’ ministry, we see again and again how, he never passes up an 
opportunity to share a meal with others, regardless of who they are and he rarely 
misses the chance to use the occasion to teach.  
 
His first recorded miracle is at a wedding where he turns water into wine.  
 
But whether it’s welcoming a woman who anoints him, or using the meal time as a way 
to talk about the kingdom of God, or employing the bread and wine to describe who he 
is: the meal table, for Jesus, is always about right relationships and how we are to live in 
community and communion with one another. 
 
We recall it was also during the sharing of his last meal that he was betrayed. And in 
recognition of that betrayal we will shortly partake in a meal together, hosted by our 
God; built around the sacrifice of Jesus, a table at which we are unworthy to attend 
except for the grace of God. 
 
The theme of humility and hospitality is taken up ;in our gospel reading from Luke 14.  
 
Jesus is invited to a meal in the house of a Pharisee, Luke emphasises he is carefully 
watched. The allocated reading skips verses 2 – 6 but they help set the scene for the 
main reading because in those verses we learn that this invitation was most likely a 
political trap for Jesus because it was the Sabbath and a man suffering from dropsy was 
placed in front of him. He turned to the Pharisees and the experts in the law who were 
present and asked  - “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not??”  
Everyone remained silent.     So he then healed the man and sent him away. 
 
He then asked “If one of you has a son or an ox that has fallen into a well on the 
Sabbath would you not immediately pull him out?’ Again no one answered him. 



It was the custom of the time that if you asked a question related to the law and no one 
answered that meant they agreed. 
 
Our reading then continues from verse 7 to 14 in which Jesus addresses all present 
about guests at a wedding feast and the protocol of humility. Don’t take the best seats 
and possibly be humiliated by being asked to move down but take the lowest seats 
where you may be asked to move up. 
 
He then goes further to address the host on the issue of meaningful hospitality. When 
you are arranging a meal or celebration don’t only ask your brothers or relatives or 
those who have the ability to invite you back. Invite the crippled, the lame, the blind and 
you will receive blessings. 
 
This is all good sound protocol and etiquette advice on humility and hospitality; and if 
we were literalists we would digest this advice and leave it at that, but by doing this, we 
would miss what I believe is the deeper significance of what Jesus is saying. 
 
As liberal thinking Christians we are encouraged to not only read what is stated in 
scripture but also to read between the lines and to make it relevant to us today; then  
through reflection, apply it in the way we live our lives.  
 
By doing this we can read the same passage of scripture on different occasions and in 
different circumstances and without limiting the original text, find new and helpful advice 
each time. This keeps the scriptures alive and dynamic and is why we are encouraged 
to reread our bibles regularly.  This is also why we will respond in different ways to 
today’s readings, depending on our individual circumstances. 
 
In today’s gospel for example, I see Jesus as being furious with those who have invited 
him to the banquet, in trying to set him up and catch him out by breaking the Jewish law 
of not working on the Sabbath. I also see him retaliating in taking the guests to task, 
many of whom would have been party of this plot; people who thought highly of 
themselves and were a little smug and conceited. 
 
If that was not enough, He then takes his host to task, reminding him that the 
responsibility of the church and its followers is to look after the sick, the lame, the blind 
and the poor. Not to only focus on organising functions and celebration for themselves 
but to go into the local community and invite the strangers and the travellers.  
 
So let me encourage you to take this reading in a slightly different direction. 
 
To each of us our religion provides a comfort zone, a place where we can feel 
comfortable, safe and free from threat or challenge. A place that puts us at ease, where 
we can retreat and be seated, in confidence and security. Like the lounge chair in front 
of the tele or a chair in warm spot with a good book and a glass of red. 
 
What concerns Jesus in today’s gospel is that choosing a seat of honour is a bit like 
choosing to be in our comfort zone. The best seats being where there is greater comfort 
and less threat or challenge, where we feel secure.      However He cautions us about 
remaining in such a place and reminds us that we are called to spread the word and 
therefore need to venture out.  
 



He is suggesting that while it is good to have a comfort zone, we must not dwell there, 
we must venture out and be challenged. Jesus did this throughout his public ministry, 
his passion, his resurrection in fact all of his life was one adventure after another by not 
remaining in his comfort zone. 
 
Jesus is also telling his host and other guests, that religion comes in two kinds. 
 
One kind encourages us to stay in our comfort zone, a safe place, where everything is 
predictable, no one threatens and no one really thinks. It draws people in and creates 
some level of satisfaction, but it never leads to change and rarely sends people out. 
While this comfort zone is a good commencing place for those who are new to the 
comfort of religion, it can become stale and quickly lacks what we call passionate 
spirituality. 
 
The other kind of religion will also have a comfort zone, perhaps even initially the same 
as the others, but it always takes and creates opportunities, like Jesus, to step outside.  
 
This safe place is not enough for them because the true God, the wild God, the 
adventurous God who is alive and dynamic and seeking life; will not linger there caged 
up. He wants to be out looking for the challenges and for those who don’t have a 
comfort zone. 
 
In today’s gospel Jesus is asking us to do him the honour of keeping ourselves, our 
religion and our image of him from becoming domesticated, trapped or stale-mated in a 
comfort zone.  He wants us to be out there in the local community looking for challenges 
and inviting the strangers. By stepping out to encounter the unexpected challenge is 
what it means to follow Jesus. This is what it means to live the life of faith. 
 
Perhaps there is a message here for us; While it is appropriate for us to organise things 
around what we want and what we need, we would become like the host in today’s 
gospel if we sit and wait for our community to come to us and don’t seek to go into the 
lanes and byways of our world. 
 
Hospitality is a gift and ministry that many people in this parish have been granted and I 
for one would like to see us explore and use this ministry more widely in our community. 
 
We are also reminded that our hospitality to others starts with each one of us being a 
host to the indwelling of our God.  A God of love and compassion. Then, being prepared 
with the support and courage of his spirit, to regularly step out side of our comfort zone 
and become the people he wants us to be.   
 
If we need an example we can do no better than to look to that of Mother Therese who 
dedicated her life to provide comfort to the Christ that dwells within all people, especially 
the sick and the poor and the needy.  
 
As we reflect upon today’s readings may we should also be encouraged by verse 2 of 
our reading from Hebrews, the passage that has been adopted by our Friday at Home 
as its motto ;- 
 
“Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by doing so we may be entertaining angels.” 


